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Gozo College 

 Half Yearly Examinations 2013-2014                                                            Track 1                

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Form 3                            English Language                              Time: 2 Hours  
 

Name: __________________    Class__________________ 

 

  Section A: Language                                       (30 marks)   [                 ] 

 

Exercise 1: Underline the correct word in the following sentences. (5 marks)                                                                                                    

 

1. People from Sweden are (Swiss/Swedish). 

2. Tom is (old/the oldest) boy in class. 

3. If your dog is sick you call the (vat/vet). 

4. Come (hear/here) John! 

5. Tom’s hair is (tall/long). 

6. I (am/have) 14 years old. 

7. When you finish work due to your age you (retire/retreat). 

8. “Go to sleep”, Mary (told/said) to her daughter. 

9. Lisa loved the chocolates.  She thought they were (delicious/harmful). 

10. When something is not allowed it is (forbidden/foreboded). 
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Exercise 2:   Underline the correct opposite of the given words.  

                     The first one (0) has been given as an example.      (5 marks)                                                                     

0. fast                                         slow, quick, safe 

1. big                                          narrow, long, small 

2. fat                                           little, thin, large 

3. tall                                          short, fat, slim 

4. happy                                     angry, excited, sad 

5. clever                                     old, stupid, wise 

 

Exercise 3:   Read the text and put the verb in the brackets in the correct tense.   

                      The first one has been done for you.                             (10 marks) 

 

Julia and Ian are (be) married.  They (1) __________ (live) in a big house on Mason 

Avenue and have been married for 10 years.  Julia and Ian often (2) ____________ 

(argue).  She (3) ___________ (spend) too much money and he (4) 

______________________ (not/have) a job.   

Last year, Ian (5) _________ (take) Julia to Paris for their anniversary but Julia (6) 

___________ (get) carried away in the stores.  She (7) _____________ (buy) shoes, 

bags, and jewellery.  Ian (8) ____________ (become) really angry and that’s when 

their problems (9) ____________ (begin).   

Now Julia and Ian (10) _________________________ (see) a relationship therapist 

which will hopefully help to resolve their issues. 
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Exercise 4:  Fill in the empty spaces with words which will complete the text.    

                                                                                                                         (10 marks)                                                                                                                             

Denise Johnston is fifteen and lives (1) ________________ Austria.  She is an 

ordinary (2) _________________ in most ways but there is something special about 

her.  She is in the National Youth Orchestra and she (3) ____________ the violin.  

The violin is a difficult (4) ______________________.  After 8 years, she is still 

learning new (5) ____________________.  Denise joined the National Youth 

Orchestra 3 years (6) ____________.  Now it takes (7) ___________ a lot of her time 

as she has to (8) ________________ for at least 5 hours a week.  She doesn’t have 

much time for any other (9) ___________________. 

However, Denise’s favourite (10) ________________ is pop.  She loves to dance in 

her room to her radio.  One day she hopes to be as famous as her pop idol Rihanna. 

 

   

B.  Reading Comprehension                                  (20 marks) [          ] 

       Read the following text and answer the questions that follow. 

 

“Where is Bill?” asked Darrell, to change the subject. 

“Where do you suppose?” said Belinda. “Giving titbits in the stable.” 

“Well, I wish she wouldn’t,” said Jean. “It’s absolutely flat disobedience, and she’ll 

into a terrific row if she’s found out. I’ve argued with her and rowed her and told her 

to obey Miss Peters in case something worse happens ― but she simply won’t listen. I 

might as well talk to a stone wall.” 
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“She says Thunder isn’t well,” said Mary-Lou. 

“Imagination scoffed Alicia. “She just says so that she can go and see him without too 

guilty a conscience.” 

“No. I am sure she really does think Thunder isn’t well,” said Mary-Lou, in her gentle 

voice. “She’s very worried about him.” 

“Well why doesn’t she ask Miss Peters to get the vet to him?” said Irene. 

“Because if she does Miss Peters will want to know how she knows he’s not well,” 

explained Mary-Lou. “And then the fat will be in the fire!” 

“And there will be a sizzling noise and Miss Peters will go up in smoke!” said 

Belinda, taking out her pencil to draw Miss Peters going up in smoke. 

Somebody put their head in at the common-room door, “Hey there! Parcel post is in 

― and there’s a parcel for you, Alicia.” 

“Thanks,” said Alicia, and got up to go and get it. “Hope it’s some chocolates from 

my godmother. She usually sends me a box each term.” 

She disappeared. Belinda finished her drawing and handed it round. Everyone yelled 

with laughter. Miss Peters was floating upwards, enveloped in smoke, and lightning 

was flashing from the smoke. 

“Lovely!” said Darrell. “I wish I could draw like that. You’re lucky, Belinda.” 

“Yes, I am,” said Belinda, taking back her drawing, and adding a few strokes. “Don’t 

know what I should do if I couldn’t draw. I’d be miserable! Well, so would Irene be 

miserable if she couldn’t have her music!” 

“And I should be very, very miserable without my voice,” said Mavis at once. 

 

Enid Blyton’s Malory Towers 
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1.   Tick  the correct answers:                                                                (1, 1 marks) 

a.  Thunder belongs to  (i)   Belinda.       b.   It has to be seen by a  (i)  masseur                  

                                      (ii)  Darrell.                                                  (ii)  doctor.                      

                                      (iii) Bill.                                                       (iii)  vet.        

 

2.  These girls are class-mates. Who is Miss Peters?                                      (1 mark) 

      _________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  What do the girls mean when they say, “… Miss Peters will go up in smoke!”?    

      ________________________________________________________  (2 marks)                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                              

 

4.  Why does Belinda take out her pencil?                                                    (2 marks) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

 

5 a. Do you think that the girls like Miss Peters?      ________________ 

   b. Why do you think so? ______________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                     (1, 2 marks) 

     

6.                                 Answer by marking    ―    True   or   False: 

a.  Bill has permission to go off to see Thunder.                           

b.  Mavis is very good at singing.                                               

c.  Alicia is quite sure that Thunder is unwell.                            

d.  The girls admire Belinda’s drawing.                                      

e.  Irene is dedicated to music.                                                           (5 marks) 

                                                                                                    



Page 6 of 9 

 

7.   Alicia has received a parcel!  Describe in about 30 words ―   

      a.  What she is looking forward to find in it;                                                                             

      b.  From whom she was expecting this gift;                                                                      

      c.  When she usually receives such a present!                   

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________    (5 marks) 

 

 

  C. Literature                                      (10 marks)  [                      ] 

 

POETRY         

Read the following poem and answer the questions below. 

 

The sky is like a sad person – grey, sunless; 

The rain is like a whip lashing the closed windows; 

The streets are as deserted as a school in summer; 

It’s morning but it is as dark as night. 

 

The morning after, the clouds have slipped away, 

And the sun, like a child jumping out of his sick bed to play, 

Returns to show its cheerful face 

to a street, no longer sad, but now a happy place. 
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1. Underline the best answer.          (2 marks) 

The poem is about 

(i) a rainy day; 

(ii) a rainy day followed by a sunny day; 

(iii) a child who enjoys playing; 

(iv) sunny weather. 

 

 

2. (i) Give two examples of a simile.                           (2 marks) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

(ii) Choose one of the two similes you have taken from the poem and complete 

the following sentence:  

           The __________________________ is being compared to  

     _______________________________________ because  

     __________________________________________________.   (3 marks) 

 

3. Give one example of a set of rhyming words.   

____________________________________                           (1 mark)  

 

4. Underline the correct answer in each of the following statements: 

a) In the first stanza the poet draws a picture of 

(i) anger (ii)  happiness  (iii) sadness  (iv) excitement  

 

b) In the second stanza the poet draws a picture of  

(i) anger   (ii)    happiness (iii) sadness   (iv)   excitement  

                                                                                      (1, 1 marks) 
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  D. Writing                                          (20 marks)  [                   ] 

 

Write down a few sentences about the pictures below.  

You may use the hints on the right. The first sentence has been done for you.                                                  

                                                                                                                        (5 marks)                  

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Shaggy ― a cunning dog 

 Mary’s puppy has grown 

into a fine dog. 

 … angry with … 

 … changes her … 

 … hugs … 

 … loves … dearly 

 … proud of itself 
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Composition                                                                    (15 marks) 

 

  A friend of yours who lives abroad is coming over to Malta for a holiday.   

Write a short letter inviting him/her to spend a weekend at your own house. 

 

                                                                      ___________________________ 

                                                                      ___________________________ 

                                                                      ___________________________ 

                                                                      ___________________________ 

                                                                      ___________________________ 

______________________ 

                                          _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                               _______________________ 

                                                                                    _______________ 


